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the flood were charged with earthy particles. The amount of mud which
was carried down and deposited in the Delaware, must have been incal-
culably great.

Th~ destruction of property did not end -with that which was caused by
the wind and flood. The large stone barn of Lewis Davis, in Haverford,
was struck by lightning about five o'clock in the afternoon, and after the
most persevering efforts to extinguish the fire which had been communi-
cated to the hay contained in the building, .continued by the people of
the neighborhood, for the space of three hours, the barn together with
about fifty tons of hay and a quantity of wheat and oats, was consumed.
The loss of Mr. Davis cannot be less than two thousand dollars, and that
of another person who had his property in the barn, about one hundred
dollars. The electric fluid with which the clouds appeared to be so highly
charged, took effect in several other places in the county, but did not
cause any serious damage, so far as the committee are informed.

On the night of the flood,the air was bland, with a light breeze from
the S. E.  The moon occasionally shed its rays through the floating
clouds, while the light caused by the )mming of Mr. Davis' barn, was
visible all over the county, and constituted a brilliant though awfuljinale
to an event which in all time to come must mark an epoch in the history
of the county of no ordinary importance.

For the accompanying Map of Delaware cou:(Ity, the commitree are
indebted to William H. Wilson, Esqg., of Haverford. It was drawn ex-
pressly to illustrate the subject of this repOI't, and was not intended as a
map of the county to be used for general purposes. In the construction
of it, much has therefore been purposely omitted which would be useful
in such a map. In fact, the greater part of this map was reduced from a
large unfinished manuscript map of the county, drawn many years ago
by Mr. John Hills.  This old map, so far as it was completed, is known
to contain many inaccuracies. A few of these have been corrected, but
no doubt several of them have been introduced into the new map. In
laying down those parts of the county which are incomplete in the old
map, the data upon which Mr. Wilson had to rely, was necessarily of
such an imperfect character, that little doubt exists, but several errors
have found a place from this cause. ~The map, however, is handsomely
executed, and will serve the 'purpose for which it was intended, equally

well with one that had been made out from an accurate survey of the
county.

ERRATUIIL.-On page 8, fifth line from bottom, resembling a water spout should
read" like the bursting of a water spout.”

On page 25, fifth line from bottom, must should read" next."
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| Chester’s Historinn Answers a Query

A CARDER OR A WEAVER.

= About Colmmbns,

Epitor EveExing News:—Ths question you
have referred to me,“ Was CUolumbns a wool-car-
der or & woolén-weaver?’’ is one not easily an-
swered Indeed all the avidence I have bearing

en the matter is not sufficient to warrant’ me in |
for ming an opinion thar, in -ha future I would
be expected ro maintain and defend.

1 amaware that samuel Q. Goedrich in his

1l “Pictorid! History of tha United States” the |

popular text bo k in the schools when I was a |
lad declares that C lomhus was emploved nntil

Il his fonrtesnth year, wita his father in “combing

wool.” ( presume deéar od Peser Parley—for

{[ that was the name under which Goodrich made
| himse!f beloved by all the chiildren inm. genera—|

RS ———

| family had beeun mariueis on the seas around [

tion —based his assertion on Irv ng’s stitement ia |
his *Lifs ot Co umbas” that the discovercr was

“the son of Dominico Columbs, & wool-enmber,”” |
and that the son assis ed his father ‘n his trade. |
For this declaration Irving ciles & number of
Italian and Sparish antborities. Lessing in

“Our Country,” mentions the trade of the sider |
Columbusas a wool comber, buat dees not say |
that his i!lustrious son labored at the same <cail- |
ing E
In a carefully prepared and well written arti-
cleentitled + olumbus’ Life Work,” published |
in the Philadelphia Timesof October 2, of this |
year, it is said that thu great navigator was 'the |
son of Dominic Columbus, weaver of wopolen |
cloths.” Hon Charles 8 May, in ‘Sketches of |

he was “‘a wool-comber’s son »* white Prof. Me
master inthe Philade phia Pregs of ©letober 16. |
published a graphic and very ab's article enti-
tled **The Story o' Co umbus.’’ wherein he wrote |
“The f:ther is said by some historians to huve
been a simple carder of wol; on the other hand
the brother, Bartho! mew, wiho share? in a
measure the later foriunes and misfortunes of
his illustiious brother, s'ates toay his father's

about Italy.”

while he was yet a voung child the Ven tian

{l Government had ceded to the Freneh Manarch |
|} all authority - ver Genoa.
ever, was strongly combatted iu an article in the |
New York Tribune of April 4, of thisye'r, con- |
trihuted by Prof Browwers a member of the |

The posi jon, how-

tUolumbian Committee of the Netherlands
‘When doctors di eI must decli
the prescription.

: H. G. ASHMEAD
Chester, Pa , Dec 23,'02.

Columbns.” published in the Detroit Free Press |
during Septemher and October last, states that |

In tact the date of Colnmbus’ birth is uncer- |
tain and France ciaims him »s a civizen because ||

to write |

Face

The following resolution was
adopted: “Resolved, That Dr. George
Smith, John P, Crozer and M. Painter
be a committee to prepare a detailed
account of the extraordinary fall of
rain on the 5th of August, 1843, the
storm which accompanied it in some
parts of Delaware county and partic-
ularly of the unprecedented rise in
the waters of the several streams
within the borders of the county.
The
sioned thereby and all other interest-

destruction of property occa-

ing and impottant facts connected
with the disastrous inundations of
that day.” «m committee made its
report at a lﬁbxj'cmeeting and its find-
ings have beeliﬁpublished in pamph-
let, book and other forms, and is a
record of one of the most disastrous
storms in  Delaware
county, both as to regard to financial

ever visited

loss and the loss of life.

Del. Co. Institute of Science

A_special meeting of the Institute
togk place on January 4, 1844, at
which meeting Sketchly Morton pre-
=sided. Dr. George Smith, of the com-
mittee on the extraordinary fall of
rain and freshet on August 5th, 1843,
made a detailed report on this un-
'wedented occurrence and on mo-

on it was decided to publish same
dn pamphlet form. The contract was
given to Y. S. Walter, of Chester,
under the following proposition, that
he would “print 1000 copies of the
pamphlet in a workmanlike -manner;
defray the whole expense thereof and
furnish the Institute with 150 copies,.
if they will allow me (Walter) the
profits accruing from the sale of the
balance thereof,” and the Institute
also claimed the privilege of allow-
ing Dr. Smith “examining, eorrecting
and approving of the sheets as they
pass through the press.” This proved
entirely satisfactory to the ‘publisher
and the edition was printed. This
little pamphlet is one of the stand-
ard publications of Delaware county’s
remarkable events.
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