
                                                                                     Moores 

Moores is the name given a post office and station on the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad, in Ridley Township, nine and one-half miles from Philadelphia.  The Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad also passes near here and this is the nearest railroad pint to Lazaretto or quarantine station on 
the Delaware River.  The land hereabouts was in the possession of the Moore family in 1800.  There are 
a number of good business houses here and the place is rapidly growing.  To the west of the station lies 
what is known as Prospect Park, a tract laid out in 1874, and inhabited principally by persons doing 
business in Philadelphia.  It contains a number of handsome and costly villas and several others are in 
course of erection.  In the immediate vicinity there is a population of more than 1,000.  We mention at 
some length the more important business men here. 

J.L. Galloway – Real Estate and Insurance Agent, Lafayette Ave. Philadelphia Office: N.W Cor 11th St. and      
Washington Ave. 

The Growth and prosperity of Prospect Park, according to the testimony of the residents, is due to the 
enterprise, zeal and liberality of the subject of this sketch.  This gentleman has very desirable building 
lots and cottages for sale and rent at all ties and holds out inducements of a substantial character for 
those looking for a rural home.  His tenants find him an accommodating landlord, while purchasers 
recognize his business methods as sound and practical.  Besides his cottages and lots here he has a 
number at Norwood and Ridley Park.  He also takes contacts for the erection of cottages, whether of 
frame, brick or stone, furnishes plans and specifications for the same and gives estimates for the same.  
Being an extensive insurance broker, he is prepared to place insurance against loss by fire in these 
companies; German American, Continental, of New York; United Firemen’s, Spring Garden, Fire 
Association, Franklin of Philadelphia, and others of known reliability, the combined assets of which 
aggregate many millions of dollars.  He is also able to give special rates for three or five years on farm 
buildings and contents.  A native of Ireland, this gentleman has been resident of the United States for 
over 20 years and established himself in this business in the city some 17 years ago and three years later 
at this place as a branch office. 

G.W. Moore & Co. – Coal, Grain and Feed 

The yard occupied by this business covers about an acre of ground and is supplied with ample shedding.  
The stock carried comprises baled and cut hay, straw, corn, oats, bran, middling’s, Portland and 
Rosendale cements, lime, Lehigh coal, terra-cotta drain pipes and cucumber pumps all guaranteed to be 
of the best quality and sold at prices which defy successful competition.  Seven hands and four teams 
are kept constantly employed and the trade is large.  A side track from the P.W. & B. railroad gives 
excellent facilities for receiving the various commodities.  This business has been in operation for ten 
years, the firm as at present constituted is composed solely of G.W. Moore, a native of Philadelphia and 
son of the original founder of this place. 

 

 



H.B. Ward – Lumber, Coal, Sand, Etc., Yard: Moore’s Sta. 

This business was originally established at Morris’ Ferry, on Darby Creek, by Sketchley Morton, who sold 
out to A. Ward in 1877 and in 1880 the firm became A. Ward & Son and five years later a branch was 
established here, the senior member of the firm withdrawing two years ago.  The main office is now 
located at this place.  The yard occupies a whole block, has excellent shipping facilities and the stock 
carried comprises a complete line of building and fencing lumber, the best cedar rails and all sizes of the 
best Lehigh coal furnished by the ton or car load.  Here will also be found sand, cement, plaster, hair, 
etc., and lime is dealt in by the car load.  The trade here centered is very large, as the results of the fair 
and honorable business methods of the enterprising proprietor and his father both give business their 
personal attention.  Orders are received at Ridley Park at the store of W.T. Ward. 

Jordan Bros. – Bricklayers 

The individual members of this firm are John and Harry Jordan, both natives of Philadelphia, and young 
men of much enterprise who are zealously devoted to their honorable calling.  Their father was a master 
bricklayer and they have been brought up in the business and are thoroughly proficient in it.  Universally 
low and reasonable in their bids they undertake and promptly execute contracts for the erection of all 
sorts of brick edifices and also devote attention to small jobs, paving, etc.  They are now engaged in the 
building of the Prospect Park Masonic Hall, and many of the finest residences not only here but at 
Lansdowne, Secane, Rutledge and other places in and out of the county bear witness to their mechanical 
capabilities.  They employ an average force of six or seven men and keep a team. 

A.C. Pepper – Carpenter and Builder, 3rd Ave. 

As an active and prominent member of the firm of Dawson & Pepper this gentleman has been for two 
years engaged in the prosecution of his trade here.  He has recently severed his connection with the firm 
and has engaged in business for himself and being a master mechanic and an energetic, enterprising 
business man success is assured him.  Having solved the complex problem of how bet to utilize the 
minimum of accommodation and beauty of design, his is prepared with all necessary facilities to 
undertake contracts for the erection of all kinds of structures and to execute the same promptly.  He 
devotes himself to business with a conscientious regard for the excellence and perfection of every detail 
however minute. 

J.C. Tulloch – Groceries, Etc. 6th and Moore’s Ave. 

This gentleman was for nine years assistant weigher in the Appraiser’s Office, Phila.  He established this 
business a little more than two years ago and by careful attention has acquired a trade which has made 
it necessary to increase the size of this store and when this extension now under ay is complete he will 
have a finely equipped salesroom 27x52 feet in dimensions.  The stock carried comprises a complete line 
of choice family groceries of absolute purity, canned and bottled goods, fresh country produce, smoked 
and salted meats, notions, etc.  Specialty is made in butter, flour, cheese and hams.  From three to four 
assistants are employed including a lady cashier and bookkeeper, and two teams kept for purposes of 
delivery.  A native of Media he is extensively known and universally respected.   



Prospect Park Boarding and Livery Stable – C.K. Peter, Prop’r, 6th and Moore’s Aves 

This gentleman was born in Germany but has been a resident of this country for 25 years a large part of 
which time he was engaged in the furniture business in Philadelphia, coming here about a year ago.  
Soon after coming here he bought out the Prospect Stage Company and about six months ago he had 
these stables built and began the livery business.  The stable is a one-story brick structure 40x90 feet in 
dimensions thoroughly equipped and there are accommodations for 18 head of horses.  He now has ten 
horses for livery and hack purposes and a full line of family and pleasure carriages to hire at reasonable 
rates.  He has a large stage with a seating capacity of 18 persons which is used for picnics, etc. A Herdic 
and depot coach meet all trains on the P., W. & B. road between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. Passengers will be 
met or conveyed to B. & O. trains when due notice is given.  Horse are also boarded and carefully taken 
care of, four hands being employed to assist the proprietor.  This gentleman is enterprising and was 
instrumental in having an Adams express office established here of which he is agent. 

Dr. F.E. Johnston – Druggist, Chester Pike 

Established about Christmas, 1887, this pharmaceutical establishment is one of the best equipped in 
Delaware County.  The proprietor is a skillful physician and an expert chemist.  He is a native of this 
township and was graduated from the Jefferson Medical College in the class of 1888, and two years 
previous from the Philadelphia College Pharmacy.  He has an extensive medical practice in which he is 
eminently successful.  Two assistants are employed in the store, one of whom is a graduate in 
pharmacy. The salesroom is 18x24 feet in dimensions and well equipped.  Two rooms at the rear are 
occupied respectively as an office and laboratory.  The stock here carried is composed chiefly of fresh 
and pure drugs and chemicals from which physicians’ and family prescriptions are compounded at all 
hours with promptness and accuracy.  A fine assortment of fancy goods and toilet articles is also kept in 
stock and a line of patent and proprietary medicines and a nice trade is had in soda water. 

Prospect Meat Market – C.B. Henderson, 5th Ave. 

This is the oldest market here and dates its inception back about a year and was established in another 
part of the town by James M. Henderson who was succeeded in the early part of the present year by his 
brother H.W. Henderson and that gentleman removed it to the present location which after a number of 
improvements will be opened about August 24.  It was just about two months ago when the present 
proprietor, another brother, assumed possession and with the assistance of his predecessor and a 
nephew is holding a good trade.  The specialties for which the place is noted are choice roasts, steaks, 
chops, and veal in the summer season, salt and smoked meats, sausages etc., are constantly on hand.  
The small stock he slaughters himself, while he obtains beef carcasses at the Abbatoir in Philadelphia 
and dresses the same himself to suit the requirements of this trade.  These meats are of the best and 
finest obtainable.  The proprietor’s wagons will make trips through town and country two or three times 
a week to take orders and deliver goods.  Those wanting them to call should notify by mail.  The 
proprietor was born at Ridley Park. 

 



John L. Stagg – Slate Merchant and Roofer, Moore’s Sta. Delaware County, PA. 

This gentleman is extensively engaged in the business of slate roofing and takes contracts for all kinds of 
roofing and siding and furnishes the slate if so desired.  He gets his slate in cars direct from the best 
quarries and cuts and trims it in a portion of Moore’s coal yard, then reloads it into the cars and ships it 
to the points where it is to be used.  He has trade not only from all parts of the county but has recently 
executed a contract at Vineland, N.J., employing from two to six hands, and keeping a team he is 
prepared to give prompt attention to all orders large or small.  A native of England, he came to this 
country about three years ago, and soon after located here.  He served a regular apprenticeship at this 
business in the old country and followed it on his own account for several years in London. 

A.S. Crooks & Co. – Meats, Groceries, etc. Opp. Sta. 

Carrying a superior line of fine family groceries and provisions this firm established itself in the present 
quarters about four months ago.  The salesroom occupied is 22x15 feet in dimensions and is elegantly 
fitted up.  Here at all times will be found teas, coffees, spices, sugars, flour, canned and bottled goods, 
culinary, laundry and household supplies, generally.  A cellar is used for storage of duplicate stock.  The 
head of this firm is an enterprising and energetic young business man, and a native of Upland. 

Frederick G. Wishart – Apothecary, Moore’s Ave. 

This popular drug store was established about three years ago and has been under the management of 
the present proprietor about two years.  The salesroom is 20x24 feet in dimensions and nicely fitted up.  
The stock embraces a desirable line of the purest and freshest drugs and chemicals, patent medicines, 
druggists’ sundries, stationary, artists’ materials, toilet goods, perfumery, fancy articles, etc.  soda water 
is sold on draught.  The proprietor is agent for the Union News Co. and always has on hand the daily and 
weekly papers, magazines, periodicals, etc., and so the latest works of popular authors.  A native of 
Philadelphia he was graduated from the College of Pharmacy shortly before assuming possession of this 
store and makes a specialty of accurately compounding physicians’ prescriptions at all hours of the day 
or night.  

T.F. Drewes – Bakery, Confections, Etc., Moore’s Ave. 

A native of Darby, this gentleman established this business about two years ago.  He bakes all kinds of 
pain and fancy breads, rolls, fine cakes, pies and milk biscuits, leading specialties being made in charlotte 
russe, cream puffs, meringues, macaroons, fruit, pound and wedding cakes.  Social gatherings and large 
occasions of all kinds are promptly supplied, and cakes are iced and handsomely ornamented at 
reasonable rates about 10 bbls.  Of flour per week are regularly consumed, and delivery wagons make 
daily tours of the surrounding country.  A store about 18x18 feet in dimensions is kept stocked with the 
products of the bakery, and choice confectionery, while ice cream and water ices are also served, the 
store and parlor being handsomely fitted up.  The proprietor’s wife assists in the store. 

David Harper, Jr. – General Blacksmith, Moore’s Avenue and Chester Pike 



The trade of blacksmith has been actively prosecuted at this stand for many years, the present 
proprietor assuming possession in the spring of this year.  The shop is about 30x50 feet in dimensions 
and contains two forges.  He executes all kinds of general smith work both new and repair promptness 
and first-class workmanship being marked features of the shop. Having made a practical study of the 
horse’s foot he gives especial attention to the shoeing of road and draught horses.  Born at Ridley Park, 
in 1855, his entire business career has been devoted to this line of trade. 

H.W. Moon & Son – Upholsterers, 6th Ave. 

This business dates back to 1858 when it was established in Philadelphia by the senior partner at 1609 
Fine St. where they occupy a well-equipped store devoted to this line.  Here they always carry in stock 
parlor drawing room suites, odd single pieces of furniture, divans, tete-a-tetes, lounges, stuffed chairs 
and other elegant and comfortable articles upholstered with rich and costly material.  Specialty is made 
in fine custom work and the firm and repair, oil, varnish and re-upholster furniture and guarantee 
satisfaction.  They likewise make and lay carpets and matting and take up, clean, alter and relay the 
same, manufacture and renovate feather beds, bolsters, pillows, hair and spring mattresses, etc., and 
keep and put up a desirable stock of window and verandah awnings for stores and dwellings, window 
shades and curtains.  They also sell stair rods, pads, carpet lining, etc., cut and make furniture slip cover 
and carefully cover mirrors, chandeliers, etc.  The individual members of this representative firm are 
H.W. and W.H. Moon, the former a native of Cincinnati, the latter of Philadelphia.  Since making their 
residence here about a year ago they have had a flattering trade from this section which so encourages 
them that they expect to open a branch store here. 

Mrs. James Reid – Groceries and Provisions, Chester Pike, cor. Of Lazaretto Road 

This business was established in 1861, by the husband of the present proprietress.  The salesroom is 
about 10x40 feet in dimensions and contains a complete stock of substantial and fancy groceries, teas, 
coffees, spices, sugars, syrups, fresh and dried fruits, green truck in season, cured meats, etc., also 
canned and bottled goods, such as catsup, pickles, etc.  Flour is always kept in stock.  The proprietress is 
a native and life long resident of this community.  She keeps three good teams for hauling and deli 
purposes and employs three assistants. 

 

T.W. Jones – Wheelwright, Chester Pike 

A skillful mechanic thoroughly understanding his business in its every detail this gentleman occupies a 
well-appointed shop 25x40 feet in dimensions. Here at all times he is prepared to execute all branches 
of work in this line of trade both new and repair.  He builds carts, wagons and carriages of every 
description, using only the best of materials.  He also devotes considerable attention to painting of 
wagons and carriages.  A native of Delaware County he has been sedulously devoted to his calling for 
about 16 years and has a very good trade extending for miles. 

 



J.H. Pike & son – Boots and Shoes, 5th Ave. and Lazaretto Road 

This enterprise dates its inception back about 6 months.  The salesroom is 25x20 feet in dimensions and 
well equipped.  A superior stock of boots, shoes and rubber goods of all grades and sizes in the latest 
styles for men, woman and children is kept on hand and sold at prices fully as low as city goods.  Especial 
attention is given to custom and repair work.  Satisfaction being guaranteed in every case.  The 
individual members of this firm are John H. Pike and N.P. Pike, both popular and highly esteemed 
business men. The senior proprietor built the Prospect M.E. Church and was it’s pastor for four years.  
He has for the past two years held the office of justice of the peace and manifests a live interest in 
educational affairs. 

 

F.W. Nothnagle – Market House, Moore’s Ave. 

This well-equipped market house was established some few weeks ago and the proprietor slaughters all 
his own stock guaranteeing it to be fresh and healthy and is a meat man of many years experience in 
this line.  The room occupied is 22x16 feet in dimensions equipped with refrigerator etc.  He uses from 
two to three beef cattle per week and a quantity of smaller stock.  In addition to fresh and cured meats 
he also keeps constantly on hand vegetables, tropical and home-grown fruits, canned and bottled 
goods, preserves, pickles, etc. and in their respective seasons, fish, oysters, poultry and game.  He 
already has a nice trade from this and neighboring towns, one assistant and a team being kept busy.  A 
native of Chester, this man is upright and honorable. 

Edward Bramall – Tonsorial Artist, Moore’s Ave. 

This well-appointed tonsorial establishment was opened to the public about a year ago by the present 
proprietor who occupies a room 12x16 feet in dimensions, fitted up with two barber chairs and other 
modern fixtures.  This gentleman is thoroughly skilled in the art and practices it in all its branches the 
place having an extensive reputation for clean easy shaves, fashionable hair cutting, dressing and 
shampooing.  Razors will be ground and honed, and ladies’ hair dressing receives expert attention.  A 
line of cigars and tobacco is also kept.  He is a native of Chester. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



  


